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Photo  by Sean Buur | Go Racing Magazine, Caption – Christian Brooks swept the Mini Max Class with 2 poles, and 2 wins for BRK Energy

3 wins, 3 poles, and 8 podiums for Buddy Rice Karting (BRK) and Energy Karts at Gatorz Challenge of the Americas, Tucson.

In their first major outing of the 2012 season Team BRK and their stable of drivers came out swinging on the Energy Kart. Leading the fight was reigning Rotax US National Champion Christian Brooks. Brooks put the hurt on the Mini Max field from the drop of the first green flag. Saturday's qualifying session saw Brooks gap the field by nearly 8 tenths on his way to the prefinal win. Brooks went out hard for the first few laps of the final, gaining a healthy advantage over the field before kicking it into cruise mode for his first victory of the 2012 season. Sunday was a near repeat with Brooks again completing the sweep. BRK Energy team driver Royal McKee joined Brooks both days on the podium with 3rd and 2nd place finishes. The BRK Energy team held 2/3rds of the Gatorz Challenge podiums on both days in Mini Max. Garrett Gulenchyn also scored a pair of top tens for BRK Energy.

““It was a good showing for the team,” said Buddy Rice. “We are learning more and more about the Energy chassis with every on track session, but with 3 wins on the weekend we are off to a good start. We had a little bad luck in the Senior classes, but Travis Lowe was in the hunt in International and John Wallace bounced back with a 3rd in Sunday's DD2. Overall I'm pleased and looking forward to the Phoenix race.”

Energy did well in Micro Max as well with Derek DesLauriers aboard his BRK Energy scoring the pole on Saturday and finishing it off with a win in the final. Jacob Hudson was under the BRK tent with Black flag Racing and proved his worth with 2nd place finishes in both 18 lap main events.

John Wallace III flew the flag for BRK in DD2 competition. Saturday didn't go as planned, but Wallace drove a fantastic final on Sunday to earn himself and BRK 3rd place and a trip to the world famous Gatorz podium.

Drivers under the BRK Trackside Support tent: Christian Brooks, John Wallace III, Royal McKee, Travis Lowe,  Derek DesLauriers,  Garrett Gulenchyn, Larry Hayashigawa, Nathan Seegrist, Thomas Boost, Marco Eakins (Black Flag Racing), and Jacob Hudson (Black Flag Racing).

Owned by 2004 Indy 500 winner and 2009 24 Hours of Daytona winner Buddy Rice, Buddy Rice Karting LLC is the official importer of Energy Karts, and OTK kart parts and proud distributors of OMP, Uni Pro and Rotax. Buddy Rice Karting services dealers across the United States and Mexico and competes in several national and regional race series including Gatorz, IKF, and SKUSA. BRK is conveniently located just 5 minutes from the CalSpeed Karting Center.

Www.buddyricekarting.com 

Call 909.854.5350 or Fax 909.854.5333

Contact Marc Miller Jr. (marc@buddyricekarting.com) for dealer information and territories. 

